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Abstract. This paper gives insight in the development of a Value Operations Methodology (VOM) that can be used to support
Value Driven Design (VDD). The VOM establishes expressions for operational value levers that are incorporated into a weighted
value function. This value function is then used to optimize the design variables that are incorporated into it so that the design
process is actively driven by value assessments that provide design decision metrics. However, the VOM is generic in nature
and has a much wider range of influence to the design process for any engineering product.

The methodology is verified by means of a case study, analyzing the value difference between the Boeing 737-200, Boeing
737-800, Embraer ERJ-145 and the Airbus 319 as part of a use-case study. In fact, the fundamental conclusion from the
work presented is actually that VDD simply promotes the sustained application of the main utility values that were originally
recognised but which, due to the complexity of the product and enterprise, tends to be disaggregated into isolated requirements.
Ultimately, this leads to optimisation at a sub-system level and that is especially unacceptable for a complex system (with many
sub-systems), whereas the re-focus of VOM helps to significantly shift the design effort back to creatively solving the main
goal, rather than simply and somewhat robotically making sure the requirements are satisfied. The verification and validation
work presented is recognised as indicative but the authors believe that it is extremely significant in pointing towards the potential
gains from sustaining a more holistic appraisal and approach through-out the design process. Notwithstanding, the key message
of the paper is the need for value modelling within engineering so that we are in control of the consequences of what we are
actualising, where value is realised through operational delivery and excellence. This paper has presented a broad methodology
in opening up a significantly different approach to aircraft design that is both performance and economics driven while also
incorporating other crucial drivers of a much more holistic nature, proactively rather than reactively.
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1. Introduction

This paper is primarily about the development and application of a Value Operations Methodology
(VOM) that can be used to support Value Driven Design (VDD). The methodology is first presented and
then verified through comparing existing medium range passenger aircraft using the VOM approach.
The main premise of the work is that better design solutions can be developed through a more holistic
definition of the criteria to be optimised in the objective function. This broader objective function can be
considered to be a value function that typically promotes operational performance and ultimate value to
the customer, and is thereby termed VOM.

Section 2 presents the Value Model that is used in the design process; Section 3 then shows how this
Value Model is implemented in this case through the Analytic Hierarchy Process. Section 4 contains the
results and implied validation of the Value Model where input variables of a Boeing 737-200, Boeing
737-800, Embraer ERJ-145 and Airbus A320 are used. Finally, the paper ends with a discussion of the
findings, along with some Conclusions and Recommendations.

2. What is Value Operations Methodology (VOM)

2.1. Value engineering

Value Engineering as a concept was developed at General Electric, USA from the 40’s on by Lawrence
Miles as a method for considering the customer’s willingness to pay for each element of added function-
ality in a product, as expanded on by through: Value = Function/Price [1]. There have been many further
more detailed studies in the area of cost modelling and integration into design but this paper in particular
aims to raise value to a less (or not only) financial form and consider its integration into engineering in
terms of the context of a customer’s value system.

Value Driven Design (VDD) is the process of optimising a product or service through the maximising
of a value function that best describes the value added of that product by following the steps of Definition,
Analysis, Evaluation, and Improvement [1]. The Value Operations Methodology (VOM) expanded in this
paper was an extension of the VDD approach but with the focus on the operational value that in turn
requires optimal operation to be understood and utilised in the engineering evaluation process. VOM
enables us to drive the design process with a more realistic operations based performance assessment
that can pull better technical solutions into the market place.

Following Fishburn [2] Ralph L. Keeney [3] highlighted the similarity between the general structure
of a value model and models relating unit selling price and a fixed variable cost of producing the product
[1]. The hedonic model proposes that a cost differential between two systems consisting of a set of similar
characteristics can be used to value the characteristics, and is based on the concept of a baseline reference
price, �. The typical form of the hedonic function that relates the variation in cost to the variation in
design characteristics is presented in Eq. 1.

ln(P1) = α1 +
m∑

j = 1

βjxij + εi (1)

where most importantly j = 1 . . . m is a set of value levers of the system analyzed, P is the price, and �
is a weighting factor associated to a defined value lever (or design characteristic) x. This construction is
used to define the percentage change in price the stakeholder is willing to pay for an adjustment of any
value lever x. The value model is based on Keeney’s representation of theorems for quantifying values
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using utility functions, as proposed by Fishburn, where Keeney defines Fishburn’s function as the additive
utility function presented in Eq. 2:

u(x1, . . . . . . , xn) =
N∑

i = 1

kiui(xi) (2)

where ui is an integral attribute utility function for attributes xi, and ki are the scaling constants that
define a user’s value system. It follows that the characterization of a decision problem through a value
model leads to a set of goals Gi, i = 1, . . . , N, where the consequences x are part of the attribute X used
in measuring the goal G. If it is assumed that the additive utility function does not need to account for
interdependencies relating to each consequence x, then there exists a corresponding magnitude of utility
u that indicates the value [2]; as shown by Fishburn 1965 [3].

It is concluded that the hedonic model has established: a) the Delta Price Principle: that it is reasonable
to relate the price of one design instantiation to another and b) the Additive Utility Principle: that the
utility relating to a design instance should be simply accumulated according to the utility each feature or
attribute adds.

2.2. Value Operations Methodology (VOM)

Value Driven Design (VDD) [2] is a methodology which promotes the use of a more complete value
function as the objective function to be solved through optimisation, rather than using a more limited
formulation typically related to some performance metric or through managing the process of meeting
requirements. However, this principle can be extended to consider not only the value of today’s basic
economic drivers but also to incorporate the ultimate value for the customer and even society, depending
on who is implementing the Value Operations Methodology (VOM) that focuses on the ultimate value
realised in through-life operation.

The contribution of the two principles distilled from the theory presented in the previous Section is
fundamental to the theoretical development of VOM, i.e. (a) the Differential Principle and (b) the Additive
Principle. The VOM approach builds on both these principles which are intrinsic to the main hypothesis
of VOM. This has been incorporated into the fundamental VOM hypothesis as follows:

The true value of an engineering solution is subjective, temporal and of an inherently transient nature,
and therefore engineering value analysis and optimisation is more meaningful if formulated as the
evaluator’s preference for one state over another as a function of the quantitative difference in a number
of key value levers related to the operational realisation of the intrinsic value of the product, process or
service being considered.

In its most simple form, the implementation of the VOM hypothesis above relates to a sort of binary-
gradient based analysis, i.e. a simple positive or negative response to a change in the value system, while
gradient based analysis can suggest the degree to which a particular design or attribute is influencing value;
rather than trying to actually model each individual subjective element and associated interdependencies.
Notwithstanding, the confounding of interdependencies we can also conjecture that in its most simple
form the implementation of the VOM hypothesis relates to the aggregation of the value attributed to all
the operational characteristics of a design. Furthermore, it is suggested that if secondary influences from
one value lever can be incorporated into the primary assessment for another lever then that will further
validate the additive value principle.

Relative to a) the Differential Principle, we can say that it is much more reasonable to assess the value
of one design instantiation with another in terms of the value gradient relating to the value levers that
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result in a given delta value from the original state, whether positive or negative. This principle is further
expressed in Eq. 3 relative to the value gradients:

�∇ν = �∇f (x, y, z) =
(

∂f

∂x
,
∂f

∂y
,
∂f

∂z

)
(3)

where the value gradients are associated with a scalar function of the individual value functions or
value levers (x,y,z). The Differential Principle suggests the use of both deltas and more fundamentally
the gradients which give rise to those deltas. Equation 3 proposes that any value gradient or gradient
vector field, �∇ν, of the scalar function, f (x, y, z) is indeed a function of the value gradients or partial
derivatives

(
∂f

∂x
,

∂f

∂y
,

∂f

∂z

)
; which are associated with the value model (scalar function) being a function

of the individual value functions or value levers ( ). Therefore, it can then be deduced that this can be
expressed in terms of the standard vectors (î, ĵ and k̂) associated with the individual value functions
(x, y, z) and their partial derivatives, as shown in Eq. 4:(

∂f

∂x
Î + ∂f

∂y
Ĵ + ∂f

∂z
K̂

)
(4)

Therefore, a fundamental consequence of the Differential Principle construct has led directly to the rational
for the ’already anticipated’ Additive Principle, where value analysis is carried out by accumulating the
individual contributions from the various contributing value levers.

Furthermore, relative to b) the Additive Principle, we can say that it is reasonable to asses the value
delta presented in Eq. 4 as an aggregration of all of the individual levers’ delta values. Consequently, this
principle is further expressed in Eq. 5:

�V (xi, . . . , xn) =
N∑

i=1

αi

M∑
j=1

ωj

(ν(xij))end

(ν(xij))start

+ εij

∣∣∣∣∣ (5)

Where a change in value V is caused by a change in a set of associated value levers xi, when moving
from some start-state to some new end-state. Each value lever of the set i = 1 . . . N has an associated
scaling factor ai and error eiand is in turn defined by a subset of lower level value parameters, xji for j =
1 . . . M and associated scaling factor ωj, that describe the causal nature of each of each driver. The estab-
lishment of the lower level value parameter functions are carried out using the Genetic-Causal Approach
(GCA) presented by Curran et al. [55]. The GCA was first developed with respect to cost modelling but
is particularly well suited to the evaluation of any value driver and is based on two fundamental scientific
principles: a) the Genetic Principle: categorizing drivers and parameters into sets of a similar nature; and
b) the Causal Principle: formalizing relationships explicitly only where cause and effect is satisfied.

In giving form to VOM through our use-case of an aircraft passenger jet, a model is proposed that
captures the value of the aircraft design choices in terms of the operational impact and realisation through
explicit value-adding criteria. The following value levers were utilised by the authors in a differential-
additive valuation manner as shown in Eq. 6. These value levers are subjective in nature and should be
selected by the user (as well as the weightings) but the authors included: Cost efficiency C (revenue/cost),
Utilization U, Maintainability M, Environmental Quality E, and Passenger Satisfaction P. The method-
ology also proposes to use Safety S as a value lever as well as considering an error �, although that is not
yet incorporated in the presented work. The differential principle is respected by the left-hand side of the
equation while the additive principle is respected by the right-hand side of the equation.

�V = αC(c1/c0) + αU(U1/U0) + αM(M1/M0) + αE(E1/E0) + αP (P1/P0) + (αS(S1/S0) + ε) (6)



Journal Identification = AOP Article Identification = 0011 Date: November 14, 2011 Time: 11:54 am

R. Curran et al. / Value Operations Methodology (VOM) applied to medium-range passenger airliner design 7

The value levers influence on one another is modeled with reference to Asavathiratham’s influence
modeling [4]. The value levers consist of the sum of specific system characteristics deltas multiplied by
the corresponding weighing factors. The system-characteristic deltas are based on a reference aircraft’s
characteristics, relative to those of the corresponding aircraft under consideration. The Costing value
lever is worked out in detail as shown in Eq. 7.

C = �1 ·d[DepreciationIOC]+ �2 ·d[Ticket/sales]+ �3 ·d[Admin/other]+ �4 ·d[Staff]

+ �5 ·d[Maintenance]+ �6 ·d[Fuel]+ �7 ·d[Crew]+ �8 ·d[Interest]+ �9 ·d[Insurance] (7)

+ �10 ·d[DepreciationDOC]+ �11 ·d[Airport]+ �12 ·d[Navigation]+ �13 ·d[PaxServices]

where C is the Costing value lever variable and represents the number of value points corresponding
to the cost of the aircraft under consideration, � are the weight factors corresponding to the individual
deltas, d[Depreciation IOC] is the delta of the cost depreciation of the indirect operating cost IOC,
d[Ticket/sales] represents the ticket/sales cost delta, d[Admin/other] defines the administration and other
costs delta, d[Staff] is the staff cost delta, d[Maintenance] is the maintenance cost delta, d[Fuel] the fuel
cost delta, d[Crew] Flight crew cost delta, d[Interest] is the interest cost delta, d[Insurance] defines the
insurance cost delta, d[Depreciation DOC] defines the depreciation of the direct operating cost delta,
d[Airport] is the delta of the airport costs, d[Navigation] is the delta of the navigation costs and d[Pax
Services] defines the passenger services cost delta. The value model is based on the input of two aircraft, a
reference aircraft as a benchmark (subscript 0) and the data of the aircraft under consideration (subscript
1), where the aim of the value model is to return the value of the aircraft under consideration with respect
to the benchmark aircraft.

The second level weighting factors, �1−13, in Eq. 7 indicates how much value can be obtained by
an improvement of the design. In this Equation all deltas are the differentials of the aircrafts cost and
the reference aircraft cost. The deltas are defined in order to capture the aircrafts value in compari-
son to the reference aircraft data. For example in the cost variable C, the delta of the Maintenance
cost, d[Maintenance], can be defined as the maintenance cost of the reference aircraft divided by the
maintenance cost of the aircraft under consideration, d[maintenance] = (reference aircraft maintenance
cost)/(aircraft maintenance cost). A low maintenance cost of the aircraft under consideration corresponds
to a high number of VP’s coming out of the value model. The influence model of the total cost, gives an
overview of the sub variables influences on the value lever cost.

The aircraft reference data influences the cost variable C indirectly. A couple of indirect relations
between aircraft reference data and the cost variable C are given here. A lower weight of the aircraft
under consideration in comparison to the reference aircraft decreases the airport cost, since the airport
cost is a function of aircraft weight. The airport cost in his turn directly influences the cost variable C,
see Eq. 7 and the cost influence model in Eq. 8. A lower seat number of the aircraft under consideration
in comparison to the reference aircraft decreases the crew cost, since less crew is required. The number
of crew personnel required directly influences the cost variable C, see Eq. 7 and the cost influence
model. The material used influences the weight. Lower weight of the aircraft in comparison with the
reference aircraft corresponds to a lower fuel use, since there is less energy needed to keep the aircraft in
the air. The fuel use influences the cost variable directly; as demonstrated in Eq. 7 and the cost influence
model. The catering equipment sizes and weight of the aircraft under consideration, in comparison to
the reference aircraft, influence the overall aircraft weight and size. An average lower cruise mach in
comparison to the reference aircraft increases the fuel efficiency. Fuel efficient aircraft correspond to
lower fuel cost for the airliner. The fuel cost is directly related to the Costing lever C as mentioned above.
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2.3. Analytical hierarchy implementation of VOM

The trade-off theory related to Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) developed by Thomas L. Saaty [5]
is used to produce a figure of merit for each design option; the process being described as the following:

1. Describe in summary form the alternatives under consideration.
2. Develop a set of high-level evaluation objectives; for example, science data return national prestige,

technology advancement, etc.
3. Decompose each hi-level evaluation objective into a hierarchy of evaluation attributes that clarify

the meaning of the objective.
4. Determine, generally by conducting structured interviews with selected individuals (“experts”) or

by having them fill out structured questionnaires, the relative importance of the evaluation objectives
and attributes through pair-wise comparisons.

5. Have each evaluator make separate pair-wise comparisons of the alternatives with respect to each
evaluation attribute. These subjective evaluations are the raw data inputs to a separately developed
AHP program, which produces a single figure of merit for each alternative. This figure of merit is
based on relative weight determined by the evaluators themselves.

6. Iterate the questionnaire and AHP evaluation process until a consensus ranking of the alternative is
achieved.

Essentially, the AHP approach adopted in this example of VOM implementation made it possible to
consider the best design options in a more realistic trade-off based on criteria with unequal weight and more
qualitative independent variables. The first step is to select the trade criteria and to expand the definition to
incorporate the most relevant drivers or parameters. After initial selection the down-selection is facilitated
by making pair-wise comparisons between the selected criteria, where each comparison determines the
degree of importance each criterion has over the other in relation to the design traded-off. The numerical
scale used for the comparisons ran from 1 to 9 (to give an increased fidelity over the 4 increment Likert
scale for example), where the reciprocal values corresponded to 1/9 to 1. All n criteria were compared
to one-other and the results structured in matrix form, resulting in an n × n comparison matrix (see
Table 1); where, two parameters are of particular importance: the eigenvalue and the eigenvector. Firstly,
the eigenvalues of a matrix are obtained through solving Eq. 8 for λ; where A is the comparison matrix,
I is the identity matrix and λ is the eigenvalue [6]. The sum of all eigenvalues is equal to the sum of the
elements on the main diagonal of the matrix, called the trace of the matrix [6].

det(A − Iλ) = 0 (8)

Secondly, the eigenvector of a matrix is obtained using Eq. 9 in which x is the eigenvector corresponding
to a particular eigenvalue λ. The normalized eigenvector is obtained by dividing every value in the
eigenvector by the sum of all items [6].

Table 1
Example comparison matrix

Criterion 1 Criterion 2 .. Criterion n Eigenvector Consistency Ratio

Criterion 1 W1/W1 W1/W2 .. W1/Wn v1 CR
Criterion 2 W2/W1 W2/W2 .. W2/Wn v2

.. .. .. .. ..
Criterion n Wn/W1 Wn/W2 .. Wn/Wn vn
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Ax = λx
�→(A − λI)x = 0 (9)

Regarding the comparison matrix, Saaty [6] states that if the comparisons are ‘perfect’ this will result
in a comparison matrix where each row is a constant multiple of the first row, where the matrix has a
rank of one and thus results in only one eigenvalue that is non-zero. When the normalized eigenvector
belonging to that non-zero eigenvalue is obtained, the values in the eigenvector (V̄ = [v1, v2,. . . , vn]T)
represent the weighting factor of each criterion [7] are calculated.

However, in order to take into account that the comparisons are performed by an inherently subjective
group of actors who compare items that are not necessarily easy to quantify there will almost certainly be
inconsistencies (i.e. human errors) in the comparisons. Saaty [8] has shown that the eigenvalue approach
he proposed is not only still valid for inconsistent matrices but contends that it is also the only valid method
for deriving the priority vector from a pair-wise comparison matrix. It follows that any inconsistency in
the matrix will show up in the Consistency Ratio (CR); as inferred by Eq. 10 where CI is the Consistency
Index and RI is the Random Consistency Index. The value of the CI is obtained using Eq. 11, in which
λmax is the largest eigenvalue of the n × n comparison matrix [9]. Furthermore, the value for RI is obtained
from Table 2, which presents the result for the CI value of a n × n matrix when the average value is taken
from 500 computations on reciprocal (comparison) matrices with randomly chosen inputs(as is explained
by Saaty [9]).

CR = CI

RI
, where: CI = λmax − n

n − 1
(10) & (11)

In the case that the comparisons relate perfectly to each other, the value of CI and therefore CR will be
zero. This is a consequence of the fact that for a perfect comparison there is only one eigenvalue, which
is equal to the trace of the matrix and thus λmax will be equal to n. In the case of inconsistencies, the
comparison matrix will not be perfect and λmax will differ from n; where λmax is obtained from Eq. 11
and results in a non-zero value of CR. In order to know if the results are still valid, Saaty [9] presents
the basic rule of the value of CR not exceeding 0.10 - by much. Essentially, if CR is larger than 0.10 the
comparison matrix should be looked at again and should be updated.

Subsequent to the weighting factors for the trade criteria, and sub-criteria, being determined, the
design options are evaluated according to those metrics. Pair-wise comparisons are carried out between
the different options for each criterion and the results are then evaluated in a comparison matrix (including
one for every criterion). The normalized eigenvector of these matrices gives the score for each particular
design option relating to the corresponding trade criterion (C1 to Cn in Fig. 1). The overall figure of merit
was then obtained by first multiplying the scores for each criterion with the corresponding weighting
factors (W1 to Wn), which were obtained during the comparison process through the trade criteria, and
then adding the results on each trade criterion for each design option. The rational is then that the option
with the highest value is the winner for this trade-off methodology.

Table 2
Random consistency Index (RI) values for reciprocal (comparison) matrices of size n × n

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

RI 0 0 0.58 0.9 1.12 1.24 1.32 1.41 1.45 1.49
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Figure of Merit
Weight W 

SCORE C = C1xW1 + C2xW2 +..+ CnxWn

Criterion 1
Weight W1 

SCORE C1 = C1.1xW1.1 + C1.2xW1.2 +..+ C1.nxW1.n

Criterion 2
Weight W2

SCORE C2

Criterion n
Weight Wn

SCORE Cn

Sub Criterion 1.1
Weight W1.1

SCORE C1.1

Sub Criterion 1.2
Weight W1.2

SCORE C1.2

Sub Criterion 1.n
Weight W1.n

SCORE C1.n

Fig. 1. Calculation of the Figure of Merit.

It should be noted that when considering the ‘Figure of Merit’ shown in Fig. 1 the following restrictions
apply in Eqs. 12 and 13:

W = W1 + W2 + .. + Wn = 1 & W1 = W1 · 1 + W1 · 2 + · · +W1 · n (12) & (13)

By using this method the designers who have the best knowledge relating to their part of the design
will perform the trade-off that relates to their particular design options and expertise. Subsequent to each
trade-off, the presentation of the expert results to other group members can be simply carried out to ensure
that everyone’s individual interpretation of the trade criteria tested, is as generic as possible and less open
to personal preference.

3. Creating the airliner VOM value model

The example VOM model presented here-on is based on the main attributes of value: Cost, Environmen-
tal Quality, Passenger Satisfaction, Utilization and Maintainability, while Safety was omitted in this study
– see also Eq. 3. The design requirements [10] for the airliner utilised in the validation study highlighted
that sustainability targets (which were consequently set very high) and also the economics of the design
should be optimized from a value perspective. Since most value for the airline is typically generated by
keeping the costs low and revenue high, it was important that the aircraft would be operational as often as
possible and at little cost. Consequently, Utilization and Maintainability were both given a more average
but still significant weighting. A reduction in Direct Operating Cost for the airline will also enable the
airline to offer a lower ticket price that is also beneficial for the passengers. However, the market needs
were aligned to the Passenger Satisfaction (rather than the airline) and only added value for the passenger
in the current limited implementation of the VOM methodology; whereas meeting passenger needs can
lead to greater market share, long term branding and customer loyalty. Therefore, Passenger Satisfaction
was rated at a lower level than Cost or Sustainability is considered to be of less importance in the design of
an airliner, because passengers will continue to fly simply because there is no competitive alternative for
the airliner. The resulting value model is presented in Table 3, relating to Eq. 5. This allocation of value
is intentionally set to be challenging to current short-term financial thinking which would automatically
put cost automatically at say 60–80%.
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Table 3
Airliner design Value Model – The

division of total value

Value in Airliner design %

Cost 30
Environmental quality 30
Passenger satisfaction 10
Utilization 15
Maintainability 15

The hypothetical approach stipulated in Table 1 underlies the fundamental shift in driving the design
process with an operational value analysis assessment (VOM), which is better positioned to also antic-
ipate future economic constraints through its more holistic approach. However, Cost, Utilisation and
Maintainability are all of a primarily financial nature and total 60%, while Passenger satisfaction is also
highly interdependent and even Environment starts to become a customer consideration! Notwithstanding,
Environmental Quality has been set at a very challenging 30% although airlines and aircraft manufactur-
ers would probably set this no higher than 5%, over and above the other four criteria. In fact, this issue
bears comparison with Safety and Cost where the safety or cost drivers are not so much incorporated into
the design variables and parameters but are seen as targets to be met in a rather binary manner, i.e. as
mathematical constraints. Such constraints are the lowest form of design decision making and in effect
remove the potential for that driver to actively influence the evolution of a design so we end up with a
more trial and error method. On the contrary, VOM aims to incorporate the influence and potential impact
of all design parameters so that the design process becomes leaner and achieves a more globally optimal
solution.

3.1. Costing

Indirect Operating Costs (IOC) relate to costs for the airline that are not influenced by using the airliner,
while Direct Operating Costs (DOC) relate directly to the utilisation of the airliner. A review of the general
airliner cost models from Boeing [11], ICAO [12], Martinair model [13],Boeing/MIT [14] and an MIT
[15] model resulted in the 13 items incorporated into Table 4. These percentages define the value that is
allocated to the reduction of each cost driver or value lever.

3.2. Utilization

It has already been suggested that the elements that determine an aircraft’s utilization are then funda-
mentally linked to how much time the aircraft is available to generate revenue. According to Doganis [16],
short haul fights generate more profit than long haul flights (while short haul flights are more dependant
on take-off and landing) and based on this it is determined that the stage length should be relatively
small in calculating Utilization. Similarly, flights per day and ultimately block hours per aircraft should
be as high as possible while the turnaround time should be as low as possible; the latter being treated as
necessary non-value-added effort. Since turnaround time is the only item which relates to an event where
there are no passengers on board (i.e. no revenue is generated off them) this item is assigned the highest
weighting factor in Table 5.
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3.3. Maintainability

Maintainability is defined as all aspects of an airliner that relate to the maintenance and producability.
Research into the life cycle cost of an airliner [2] shows that there are six key aspects that influence the
cost. One of these aspects is the cost of using the airliner, which does not fall under the definition of
maintainability in the presented model and therefore is not included as Cost is the lever that incorporates
this aspect; while the remaining five aspects are presented in Table 6.

3.4. Environmental quality

The definition of Environmental Quality was separated into three categories relating to: Flight Pro-
cedures, Aircraft and Engine Design, and Production. The Production was determined to be 20% while
the subdivision of the Flight Procedures and Aircraft and Engine Design part was apportioned accord-
ing to the guidelines of Vital et al. [17]; who estimate that improved ATC procedures and aircraft and
engine design can lead to a fuel consumption reduction of 12%, 20% and 20% respectively, or 52% in

Table 4
Allocation of the weighting factors

for the Cost value lever

Cost %

IOC
Depreciation 9,3
Ticket/Sales 11,1
Admin/other 6,5
Staff 3,4

DOC
Maintenance 9,3
Fuel 16,0
Crew 11,8
Interest 7,2
Insurance 0,8
Depreciation 6,9
Airport 6,0
Navigation 4,4
Passenger services 7,3

Table 5
Allocation of the weighting factors

for the Utilization value lever

Utilization %

Daily hours 20
Block hours 20
Stage length 20
Turnaround time 40
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Table 6
Allocation of the weighting factors for the

Maintainability value lever

Maintainability %

R&D 13,6
Production 54,5
Ground equipment + initial spares 15,9
Special construction 11,4
Disposal 4,6

total. Consequently, Flight Procedures (12%) and Aircraft and Engine Design (40%) were allocated these
weighting factors. Each of the three categories was then subsequently decomposed into sub-drivers.

The impact of optimal flight procedures (Taxiing, Take-off, Cruise and Landing) was determined by
how much fuel was burned during each stage. An analysis solution using data from Ruijgrok [18], H.
Nojoumi, I. Dincer, G.F. Naterer [19], smartcockpit [20] and RITA [21] that related engine thrust settings
to time yielded the various contributions. The Aircraft and Engine Design items division was based
on the requirements for noise and pollution reduction, and these are therefore determined to be evenly
important. The further subdivision of the pollutants was based on the emission index (EI) of the different
pollutants [18], which indicates the amount of pollutant produced for every kg of fuel burned. Certain
indexes depend on the thrust setting and for these items the value for the time-weighted average thrust
setting during fight was used; as well as the assumption of a linear relationship between the thrust setting
and the change from the lowest to the highest EI number of the relevant pollutants. Finally, the division
of the importance of the items in the production phase was said to be evenly divided; as both a reduction
in pollution during production and a better recyclability have a great impact to the sustainability of the
design. This all resulted in the following weighting factors shown in Table 7.

3.5. Passenger satisfaction

The evaluation of Passenger Satisfaction was based on the Contingent Valuation method, which features
a market survey that determines how people value certain aspects. The market survey was carried out
at the University, thereby providing a limited input of the market requirements for the value model that
should be made more generic in future to improve external validity. Notwithstanding, the values gained
are presented in Table 8 and are seen to be reasonable. The weighing factors are also based on the market
need survey from which it was found that factors relating to Passenger Satisfaction were rated at 19%
for speed, 5% for onboard service and 4% for the comfort of the aircraft. These percentages were scaled
to 100% and each item further subdivided according to the onboard services and entertainment, from
which it was concluded that passengers rated services (5% Not Important) as more important than the
entertainment (28% Not Important).

Speed was determined by the way in which the boarding was carried out and the time required for the
whole procedure of boarding and check-in, which also influences the turnaround time. Consequently, the
Boarding option is considered to have a smaller impact on the speed (30%) than the Boarding/Check-
in time (70%). In the Service category most services were judged to be evenly important, while the
entertainment was of less importance while comfort was only determined as a function of the seat pitch.
It is interesting to note that currently the seat pitch has a weighting factor of 14% while shopping is only
2%; since the survey yielded that passengers find service more important than comfort. It is concluded
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Table 7
Allocation of the weighting factors for
the Environmental Quality value levers

Environmental Quality %

Flight procedures
Taxiing 0,1
Take-off 0,5
Cruise 17,3
Landing 0,6

A/C and engine
CO2 21,7
H2O 8,6
CO2 0,2
UHC 0,1
Soot 0,0
Nox 0,1
Sox 0,0
Noise 30,8

Production
Recycle 10
Pollution during production 10

that service should be considered as a total package that needs to include all items related to service and
cannot be easily disaggregated, unless a much more detailed survey is carried out.

4. Airliner value model implementation through AHP

The next step in the design process is to use the Value Model developed to make the design choices for
the airliner, e.g. for engine type etc, where the trade criteria consist of: Regulations; Requirements; and
Value. The Regulations to be complied with are those set by the authorities while the requirements are
identified from the requirements analysis and finally, the value metrics come from the Value Model. In
the trade-off process, the Value Model is used to indicate how each design option compares to the other
regarding the inherent amount of value calculated for that option and Fig. 2 provides the overview of the
calculation of the figure of merit for the airliner components.

The determination of the weights for the various trade criteria was carried out by making pair-wise
comparisons between the criteria on the basis of how much more (or less) important each criterion was
over the others. The results were then put into a comparison matrix and the eigenvector calculated in order
to provides the weighting factors (W1, W2 and W3) for each criterion. This process is repeated for each
airliner component that is to be traded off, i.e. Fuselage layout, Wing type, Stability configuration, Engine
type, Fuel type, Main material, Braking system, Power Ground Operations system, Taxiing method and
Fuel Tank location.

An example of the calculation of the weights for the engine type is provided in Table 9, where the
Requirements were judged to be 5 times more important than the Regulations, and Value 3 times more
important than the regulations. This is reasonable also as all engines under consideration must be certified
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Table 8
Allocation of the weighting factors for

the Passenger Satisfaction value lever

Market requirements %

Speed
Boarding options 20,4
Boarding/Check-in time 47,5

Services
Hand baggage size 2,4
Hand baggage weight 2,4
Baggage size 2,4
Baggage weight 2,4
On board entertainment 1,0
Catering 2,4
Shopping 2,4
Seat reservation 2,4

Comfort
Seat pitch 14,3

Figure of Merit
Weight W 

SCORE C = C1xW1 + C2xW2 + C3xW3

Regulations
Weight W1 

SCORE C1

Requirements
Weight W2

SCORE C2

Value
Weight W3

SCORE C3 

Fig. 2. Calculation of the Figure of Merit applied to airliner components.

by the ruling authorities and are a vital component when design (performance) requirements are being
considered. It is also a good example of the Value Operations Methodology working in tandem with
recognised approaches but augmenting them rather than only satisfying requirements and regulations.
The resulting matrix with all of the reciprocal values is a 3 × 3 matrix from which the eigenvalues are
calculated according to Eq. 14:

det(A − Iλ) = det

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣

1 − λ

5

3

1/5

1 − λ

1/3

1/3

3

1 − λ

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
= −λ3 + 3λ2 + 16

45
= 0. (14)

which has only one real solution: λ = 0.0385. With reference to Eq. 10 this results in a Consistency
Index of: CI = 3.0385−3

3−1 = 0.0192, and consequently, with reference to Eq. 9 and Table 2, a Consistency
Ratio of: CR = 0.0192

0.58 = 0.033. The CR value of 0.033 is less than 0.10 and therefore the results from
the matrix are considered to be valid and the pair-wise comparison consistent. Using Eq. 14 and solving
for the non-trivial solution (in this case done by using the “eig” command in MATLAB) the eigenvector
was obtained so that the normalization of the eigenvector results in the eigenvectors presented in Table 9.
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Table 9
Example comparison matrix

Engine type Regulations Requirements Value Eigenvector Consistency ratio Weights

Regulations 1 1/5 1/3 0.106 0.033 0
Requirements 5 1 3 0.633 0.739
Value 3 1/3 1 0.261 0.261

In this case, the weight allocated to Regulations was ultimately considered to be negligible as it was so
low and its impact was added to the Requirements for the optimisation process, although compliance was
ultimately checked at the end.

Relative to the trade-off weights allocated to the other components, for the fuselage design the regula-
tions and requirements were of less impact as in the more detailed design all regulations and requirements
are naturally adhered to and checked for compliance in every design, essentially acting as optimisation
constraints. Also in the wing design it was possible to implement the design in such a way that the wing
adhered to all regulations and requirements and therefore also in this design the opportunity to add value
was considered the only optimisation criteria of importance.

The selection of which material to use for different parts of the aircraft was also only based on the
possibility to add value as the regulations and requirements did not apply directly to the materials.
Regulations are important in the certification of the aerospace materials, but once the materials are
certified for the use in an aircraft this aspect is no longer a decisive aspect. In the design trade-off for
the braking systems the only criteria utilised related to Value as in a simplified process the regulations
do not apply to how the braking is done but just to meeting the requirement. The requirements do not
apply to the choice of which power system for ground operations, while the regulations do apply since
the current APU system most airliners operate will probably be obsolete in the near future. The taxiing
system was again fully determined by Value although all options were checked for their reduced impact
on the environment. In the trade-off for the location of the fuel tanks the regulations were also negligible
since every possible location under consideration was already used in practise and therefore already
determined to be within the regulations.

The final weightings utilized for all the key design options are summarised in Table 10. Having deter-
mined the weightings for the trade criteria the determination of the figure of merit was performed as is
presented in Fig. 2, with a figure of merit being obtained for each individual design option for each airliner
component. The determination of the figures of merit was again performed by using pair-wise compar-
isons and the resulting eigenvector. For the regulations and requirements criteria the design options were
compared against each other so that a judgement could be made on how capable the design options were
with respect to the others in adhering to the regulations or helping to achieve the requirements. For the
Value element of the figure of merit the Value Model was used to compare how each design options
performs compared to the other alternatives or options. Ultimately, when all items of the value model that
related to the design option were filled-in the Model would return a total amalgamated value according
to Eq. 4, which would then be used to evaluate one design option is over the other. These comparative
ratings are then put into the separate comparison matrices for Regulations, Requirements and Value, the
eigenvalues obtained and the consistency ratios are checked.
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Table 10
Weight factors of each trade criteria for each airliner component

Regulations Requirements Value

Fuselage layout 0 0 1
Wing type 0 0 1
Stability configuration 0 0 1
Engine type 0 0.739 0.261
Fuel type 0.429 0.429 0.142
Main material 0 0 1
Braking system 0 0 1
Power G.O. system 0.788 0 0.212
Taxiing method 0 0 1
Fuel tank location 0 0 1

5. Case study results and validation

The theoretical intention of the application to mid-range passenger airlines was also to establish the
validity of the VOM approach by comparing three competing aircraft with respect to an older generation
aircraft. Consequently, the Boeing 737–200 operated by Ryanair was chosen as reference baseline aircraft
to be compared against a next generation Boeing 737–800 also operated by Ryanair, an Embraer ERJ-
145 operated by ExpressJet and an Airbus A320 is operated by EasyJet; with the input data and results
presented in Tables 11 and 12 respectively.

5.1. Comparison first to next generation aircraft family model (737–200/800)

In the first case the older Boeing 737–200 operated from 1994 to 2005 by Ryanair [22, 23] was compared
to a next-generation Boeing 737–800 NG currently operated by Ryanair [24, 25].

5.1.1. Aircraft cost
Cost control and cost breakdown is difficult to measure between a range of models as it is Airline

dependent and often differently budgeted. However, the efficiency of the operational processes of an
Airline is reflected in the Total Operating Costs (TOC), which can be found in the Airliner’s annual
papers, and therefore by using the same airliner, i.e. Ryanair, one can compare the model for two instances
of the same operational and cost environment. In 1999 more than 80% of the Ryanair total fleet of 22
aircraft [23] consisted of B737–200 aircraft [26] while in 2009 the fleet consisted only of 181[23] next
generation B737–800 aircraft [26].

The interest costs and insurance costs are dependent on the list price of the aircraft where the list
price is recalculated to its Net Present Value (NPV) by taking inflation into account. Consequently, the
NPV of a Boeing 737–200 was calculated to be 55.79 m$ [27], while the NPV of a Boeing 737–800 was
calculated to be 75.30 m$ [28]. Consequently, the VOM approach has assessed that the 200 variant was
35% cheaper than the next generation 800 model in today’s US dollars; with all the operating cost factors
expressed in Euros per ASK.
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Input data for comparitive VOM value analysis for medium range commercial jet airliners
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Table 12
Results from the VOM application for the reference aircraft

5.1.2. Aircraft utilization
Typical aircraft characteristics were used to determine the aircraft and due to the higher stage-length

of the 800 series its utilization was higher at 9.59 hours/day versus 6.47 hours a day for the 200. The
200 variant has an average stage-length of 229 nautical miles while the 800 variant is 654 nm [29]. The
boarding and de-boarding time of the B737–800 takes 55% of the total turn-around time of the aircraft
[30], whereas the smaller capacity of the 200 series (130 pax @ 29inch versus 189 pax @ 29inch) can
decrease the overall turnaround time by approximately 25 percent.

5.1.3. Aircraft sustainability
The future use of composite materials or newly conceived materials may have a significant impact on

the recyclability of the aircraft, while diminishing pollution during the life of the aircraft through lower
weight and fuel burn is critical in the life cycle analysis. Relative to Thrust Specific Fuel Consumption
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(TSFC), the lower the TSFC, the lower the fuel consumption per unit weight and the higher the efficiency.
The Pratt and Whitney engine of the 200 series has a TSFC of 0.779 kgh/N while the CFM engine of
the 800 series has a TSFC of 0.56 kgh/N [31]. Adjusteding for the aircraft cruising thrust, i.e. 19.00kN
thrust for the 200 series versus 24.39kN for the 800 series, the fuel consumption per passenger for the
200 and 800 twin engine series equal 23.85 kg/h and 14.73 kg/h respectively. Similarly, the efficiency
during take-off, landing and cruise conditions are mainly governed by Specific Fuel Consumption (SFC),
while the thrust-to-weight ratio is another important factor during cruise as it relates to the inverse of the
lift-to-drag ratio (or the efficiency of generating lift). The 800 series had in all four cases better values
for take-off, landing, cruise and thrust-to-weight ratio of 0.779; 2.070; 2.730; 0.277 respectively versus
0.56; 2.200; 2.960; 0.279 respectively. Other chemical compounds produced during combustion, such as
NOx, SOx, soot etc; were also compared with respect to the SFC of the aircraft models, with the next
generation coming out significantly better as seen in Table 12.

The noise levels associated with the next generation engines and airframes are also much lower than
those of first generation aircraft. The 800 series is rated 80EPNdB [32] while the B737-200 is rated
95.3EPNdB [33], which is considerably lower for the next generation version remembering that this is a
logarithmic noise metric.

5.1.4. Market requirements
The seat pitch for both airliners was set to ‘high density’ capacity, i.e. 29 inches, while inboard

entertainment was not provided for the low fares airline. Both aircraft have two doors available for
boarding, i.e. one in the front of the cabin and the other in the back), while catering, shopping and seat
reservations were assumed to be operated in the same way for either aircraft. However, due to the larger
capacity of the B737-800, boarding times were increased for the same flow of passengers. Finally, the
800-series was also accredited more cargo volume allocation per passenger (than the 200 series: 0.25 m3

verses 0.19 m3 respectively.

5.2. Comparison with other competing aircraft (737-200/ERJ-145/A320)

Following the comparison of the two aircraft from the previous section, this section expands the analysis
and the validation of the value model with the addition of two different aircraft from the same range of
aircraft. The challenge was to find two airlines operating a large, preferably single type fleet, so that the
performance comparison was as relative as possible to the Boeing 737-200 operated by Ryanair. The best
solution for this also in terms of available date was the Embraer ERJ-145 operated by ExpressJet [34]
and the Airbus A320 operated by EasyJet [35].

5.2.1. The Embraer ERJ-145 analysis
ExpressJet is one of the world’s largest regional airlines, providing both commercial service and

corporate flights. In 2008 it operated a fleet of 244 Embraer ERJ-145 aircraft, which included both
the ERJ-145 and ERJ-145 XR types, and offered 20287.39 million Available Seat Kilometres (ASK’s)
according to their 2008 Annual Paper [36].

5.2.1.1. Cost related to the ERJ-145. The 2008 Annual Paper also provided the necessary data for the cost
related to the Embraer ERJ-145(XR) aircraft. The costs, published in 2008 dollars, were first corrected
for inflation [37] and then converted to Euros based on the currency exchange rate at December 31st 2009
[38]. Because the regional jets are leased instead of being owned by ExpressJet, the depreciation does
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not include the full depreciation of the aircraft fleet. Therefore the aircraft cost used in the Value Model
is defined as the sum of depreciation and renting each particular aircraft. As with the Boeing 737’s, the
purchase price [39] of the Embraer aircraft forms the basis for the interest and insurance costs and all
of the operating cost factors are then expressed in Euros per ASK and compared to the baseline Boeing
737-200. With respect to the 737-200, the ERJ-145 scores more value points in the section related to the
cost of the aircraft.

5.2.1.2. Aircraft utilization of the ERJ-145. The ERJ-145 provides a capacity of 50 passenger seats and
a maximum range 1550 nm [40], which is significantly lower than the Boeing 737’s. The lower capacity
on the other hand reduces the time required for boarding and thus the turnaround time, when using the
same assumptions earlier made for the 737’s. The average utilization is 8.5 hours per day, with an average
stage length of 594 miles [36]. The advantage of shorter turnaround time is clearly expressed in the high
value points for aircraft utilization.

5.2.1.3. Sustainability of the ERJ-145. The two Rolls-Royce AE 3007A1 E engines utilized on the ERJ
have a quoted noise level of 77.9 EPNdB [41] and a specific fuel consumption of 0.63 lb/lb/hr [42].
The thrust at cruise altitude was required in order to calculate the fuel consumption during cruise.
Consequently, as for the analysis carried out for the 737s: assuming that atmospheric conditions at
cruise altitude h and sea level sl are given by the International Standard Atmosphere and that the thrust T

is proportional to the mass flow of the engine given by ṁ = (ρAc)e; with the engine’s cross sectional area
Ae and flow velocity ce constant, thrust is proportional to the air density ρ so that by using the ideal gas
law ρ = p/Rt , it can be calculated that the thrust can be scaled according to altitudeh with respect to sea
level as follows:

Th

Tsl

= phtsl

pslth
(15)

Assuming sea level conditions of psl = 101325Pa, tsl = 288.15K Tsl = 7040lbs [43] and cruise con-
ditions at h = 35000ft of ph = 23841.8Pa, th = 219.05K, Eq. 14 yielded a thrust at cruise conditions Th

of 2179.1lbs or 9.692 kN: yielding a fuel consumption of 37.54 kg/hr/seat. Due to the lower seat capacity,
this fuel consumption per seat was then higher than that of the 737’s. Consequently, although the ERJ-145
is quieter than both the 737’s, the ERJ-145 then received lower Value points for sustainability due to the
higher weighting factor of fuel consumption per seat in the value model.

5.2.1.4. Market requirements of the ERJ-145. Although the ERJ-145’s cargo hold volume [44] per pas-
senger is lower than the 737’s, the boarding and check-in time is much shorter due to the lower capacity.
Therefore, since the boarding and check-in time had a high weighting factor in the model, the ERJ-145
scored better than both 737 on this particular aspect.

5.2.2. The airbus A320
EasyJet, as Ryanair’s biggest competitor in the European Low Cost Carrier market segment, operates

a large fleet of 181 aircraft which includes 164 Airbus A320 family aircraft and also 17 Boeing 737-
700 [45]. It is well known that EasyJet was able to negotiate a very low acquisition price for the Airbus
aircraft due to market conditions, which is a factor that can substantially distort the normal value analysis.
Notwithstanding, the VOM approach is equally relevant but then the analysis is very specific to that one
customer and the acquisition (and service) deal that they were able to negotiate, i.e. which may be then
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different for anther airline operating the same aircraft. Within the next few years, it is anticipated that the
737-700s will be either be sold or removed from service and replaced by Airbus A320 family aircraft.
For this analysis however it was assumed that EasyJet’s financial and utilization data is representative
for the Airbus A320 family and that the influence of the 17 Boeing 737-700’s on this data can be
neglected.

5.2.2.1. Cost related to the A320 family. The operating cost for the A320 family are based on EasyJet’s
2009 annual report [45] with the figures being converted from pounds sterling to euros based on the
currency exchange rate at September 30th 2009 [46], at EasyJet’s financial year-end. The costs were then
expressed in Euro per ASK and compared to the baseline Boeing 737–200 from Section 5.2. The purchase
price which is used in this analysis is the average sales prices in 2008 for the A319 [47] so the analysis
does not incorporate EasyJet’s lower negotiate acquisition price as those figures are not available. Similar
to the situation of ExpressJet, EasyJet does not own all of its aircraft, so the aircraft cost input accounts
for depreciation relative to aircraft rather than fleet in the value model. Relative to its competitor, the
737-800, the A320 does not score as well in terms of cost in the value model due to the higher Direct
Operating Costs of crew, maintenance and administration while, the A320 scores significantly better
when compared to the older 737-200.

5.2.2.2. Aircraft utilization of the A320 family. EasyJet’s aircraft have a weighted average capacity
of 160 passengers based on their fleet composition [48] and maximum range of 3700 nm [49]. In
2008–2009 EasyJet achieved an average utilization of 11 hours and an average stage length of 684 miles
[45]. Due to the high utilization figures, the EasyJet’s A320 scores slightly higher than Ryanair’s 737-
800.

5.2.2.3. Sustainability of the A320 family. The two CFM56-5 engines have a noise level of 79.5 EPNdB
[41], which is similar to that of the 737-800. Its specific fuel consumption of 0.596 lb/lb/hr [50], which
together with a thrust at cruise conditions of 22.2kN50, yields a fuel consumption of 16.87 kg/hr/seat.
Because this is slightly more than the 737-800, it scored less value points in the value model for
sustainability.

5.2.2.4. Market requirements of the A320 family. The A320 family features the smallest cargo hold
volume [51] of all aircraft in this analysis. However the lower passenger capacity theoretically yields a
lower boarding and check-in time, although figures are nt available to back this assumption up. The A320
therefore score slightly higher than the 737–800, but still lower than the 737-200.

6. Discussion

Through the VOM analysis and validation studies presented the Boeing 737-800, Embraer ERJ-145 and
Airbus A320 have been compared with respect to the baseline Boeing 737-200. In summary according
to Table 12, the Embraer resulted in 27.6% increase in value, the Airbus A320 in a 54.6% and the Boeing
737-800 in 69.5% over the older baseline aircraft. This Section expands on these results and some of the
wider issues in terms of the validation of the VOM approach.
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6.1. The VOM value model

The inputs for the value model as implemented here-in were1 linear and also linearity was assumed
between the parameters, e.g. where the insurance and interest costs were related to the purchase price.
In reality of course linearity is a large assumption and there will be many conflicting external factors
will also influence the characteristic of the relationships and interdependencies between the parameters
and variables. In terms of interdependency, for example, the turnaround time is also dependant on the
boarding time, which is linearly dependent on the amount of passengers to be boarded. However, the
current implementation of VOM assuming the linearity is deemed to be reasonable for such a broad
modelling problem where the nature of the study is by definition indicative and subjective. The aim is
not to calculate a specific absolute magnitude of value but more to guide decision making in an effective
and holistic manner. Consequently, the effect of linearity on gradient and the partial differentials of value
is the more pertinent question. Certainly, assuming linearity for smaller changes in input variables is
a well accepted approach within optimisation while the potential for inaccuracy becomes larger as the
increments increase. Therefore, one is looking for significant differences in value between design options
to be more certain of the preference for one alternative over another while also sensitivity and scenarios
studies would be important to make the analysis more robust.

Other important specific assumptions included that within the model no differences in depreciation
on property and flight equipment were considered, as details of the cost structure were unknown. Also,
in comparing the four aircraft, no specific flight envelop was set and each aircraft was compared with
respect to its mission set by the respective airline. The Direct and Indirect Operating Costs were not only
aircraft dependent but also differences in the business models and operating plans of the Carriers may have
resulted in fluctuations in the costs relating to the various aircraft; without also taking into account local
regulations, etc. However, given the implementation of sustainability, utilization and market requirements,
the VOM model not only indicates value changes from a technical perspective, but also takes the increase
in business value and other wider constraints into account. Efficient operations and economies of scale
also play an important role in this model, and the intention to include safety is a future specific goal.

6.2. The AHP VOM implementation

The main contribution of AHP is the pair-wise comparison for each trade criterion and design option
so that the VOM Value can be executed in a quantitative manner. Alternatively, a more deterministic
mathematical expansion could be implemented for the value model, if the data and information is available
to support this level of detailed modelling, or the AHP solution could be developed to use more complex
non-linear functions. However, in the first instance the presented research is limited by the scope and to
a large extent by the accuracy and high level nature of this analytical approach. Consequently, AHP has
been implemented as suggested in a linear manner which seems simplified although the authors propose
that this is an acceptable characterisation of such a subjective relationship involving value; although the
limitations of AHP due to the use of linear relations in the figure of merit function are well pointed out
by Collopy [52]. This limitation has the consequence that the AHP can be better used in a trade-off with
existing components that by themselves are suitable for the task they are selected for and understood in
terms of range, rather than assuming linearity as an acceptable approximation for relationships that have
never been characterised.

1 noise reduction is measured on a logarithmic scale but was used herein in a linear fashion with respect to the comparative
study.
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6.3. 737-200 vs. 737-800

The results of the value model analysis between the Boeing 737–200 and 737–800 showed a significant
value increase for the next generation aircraft. As these aircraft were operated by the same airline, one may
state that the validity of the value model between these aircraft is highest and forms the most credible
evidence of validity and usefulness of VOM approach, or put another way one assumes the absolute
accuracy to have been highest here. The aircraft value improvement is primarily due to the technological
advancements that were carried out for the more modern variant, including: SFC, weight/pax, noise,
higher utilisation rate, lower maintenance costs, lower depreciation of the aircraft results in higher business
value, etc.

6.4. 737-800 vs. A320

Indicatively, it seems that the outcome of the proposed VOM methodology is quite realistic since the
gap between the Boeing 737-800 and Airbus A320 was relatively small. It was evident that the most
important difference between the B737-800 and A320 was the cost of maintenance between the aircraft.
However, since Ryanair has a very recent fleet, the maintenance costs between both carriers (Ryanair
and EasyJet) are very difficult to compare in terms of life cycle costing and performance. The ‘U.S.
Department of Transportation: form 41’ claims that the Boeing 737 maintenance cost are up to 35%
lower than the A320 [53] and when this smaller change was artificially applied in the model, the A320
yielded a better 61.4% value increase which is still lower but approaching that of the 737-800’s.

6.5. Embraer ERJ-145

The results for the Embraer ERJ-145 showed that it yields a high utilization value, due to short
turnaround, boarding and check-in times. The performance per ASK were, however, much lower than
when compared to the other aircraft because of its lower seat capacity and average stage length. Overall,
the ERJ-145 was shown to be less valuable when compared to the 737–800 and A320, although again
this is not a mission specific analysis as stated in Section 6.1.

7. Reflection

In reflection, it has been established that the VOM approach has considerably developed the original
concept of Value Engineering from the initial attempts of Miles and later colleagues [54] to couple cost
[55] into the basic engineering analysis process through value. VOM is closely related to the VDD [1]
approach but is distinct in putting the emphasis on operationally realised value as the basis of the Value
Function or Model while also specifically advocating the use of value differentials or gradients rather than
an absolute statement of value. The use of AHP has been adopted in order to quantitatively manipulate
the Value Model and Function but limitations of this approach and he assumptions of linearity have been
emphasised. Notwithstanding, the authors believe the AHP has been usefully adopted to implement VOM
in the current work, especially given the difficulty in generating a full deterministic model of the whole
value system with each component at the same level of fidelity, etc. Once again the authors highlight the
fundamental principle that value analysis is inherently subjective and time based and therefore a more
flexible approach should be adopted when adapting it to engineering analysis. Ultimately, engineering
value analysis is indicative, and should be rigorously tested for sensitivity and robustness, preferably
also linked to certain scenarios that create useful and meaningful points of reference for he design to
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more clearly see and understand the emergent impact of design decisions on the operational value of the
products and entered into service.

Certain specific observations have been made in Sections 6.3 and 6.4. It has already been highlighted
that these results are not mission specific and therefore are more indicative of the general potential. It can
be noted that in general we may conclude that next generation aircraft in general are improving in terms
of their overall value proposition but that the aircraft need to be well tailored to their specific mission.
This was evident for the Embraer, which was at a disadvantage relative to seat capacity and range in the
current general study; whereas for routes with slightly lower passenger demand it would have the optimal
load factor and therefore have a much higher value rating. However, in general, apart from the matching
of aircraft and mission, the impact of costs has been highly evident and other issues such as maintenance,
utilisation and SFC. The use of Sustainability in the analysis is a very subjective element where a policy
maker using the methodology would rate it much higher than an operator and perhaps the most interesting
aspect is the ability to play about with changing its impact and also seeing which decisions are either less
or more critical. Again, a key aspect here is that the VOM approach can give the designer and decision
maker more understanding of the impact of certain decisions and even quantitatively assess these to offer
an indicative sensitivity rating, which albeit should be itself tested for sensitivity and robustness.

8. Conclusion

After the application to four aircraft and taking into consideration the assumptions and limitations of
this model, the Value Operations Methodology was shown to yield a realistic and meaning full output
that supports and extends the Value Driven Design (VDD) philosophy. The comparison of the older
Boeing 737-200 with the next generation Boeing 737-800 shows large improvements even when evaluated
under the more holistic value analysis approach, especially from technical, operational and economical
perspectives. The comparison with the Embraer ERJ-145 showed that while the utilization value is very
high, its performance per ASK was rather low, leading to a lower value rating than when compared to
the larger aircraft. Finally, the comparison between the Boeing 737-800 and the Airbus A320 showed
that there was a considerable difference in the maintenance cost, while on the other value aspects utilised
these two aircraft were strong competitors. However, in order to increase the validity of the model, it is
recommended that future evaluation and extension of this initial work should be carried out by comparing
the aircraft within a specified flight envelop. In addition, the implementation of the VOM approach herein
assumed the value model to be made up of relationships of a linear type whereas parameters may well have
a non linear nature. The ability to model these more complex relationships should be explored along with
the usefulness of doing so or put another way, limiting the useful range within which the linear assumptions
remain valid and useful. For example, a refined version of VOM implementation presented herein may be
to first calculate a value baseline point and then to assume linearity in moving incrementally from this point
using an optimisation search based on the value gradients, after which a new value point can be recalculated
in more detail before again moving away again from this new point through the incremental optimisation
search. Consequently, the linearity assumption could be used to facilitate the efficient optimisation search
while the repetitive updating of the value calculation or recalibration helps ensure a more accurate value
analysis. As stated in the paper, the VOM approach is generic in nature and may be adopted or implemented
in many different ways when actually manipulating the value function in the model.

The most fundamental conclusion from the work presented is actually that the VDD and VOM
approaches simply promote the sustained application of the main utility values that are always origi-
nally recognised and understood by the expert engineers in these world-class OEMS but which, due to
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the complexity of the product and enterprise, tends to be disaggregated into isolated requirements that
results in a loss of control on managing their desired systemic input, control and outcome. Ultimately,
this leads to optimisation at a sub-system level and that is especially unacceptable for a complex system
(with many sub-systems and even acting within a recognised System of Systems), whereas the extended
re-focus of VOM within VDD helps to significantly shift the design effort back to creatively solving the
main goal of realised operational value, rather than simply and somewhat robotically making sure the
isolated requirements are satisfied. The key message of the paper is the need for value modelling within
engineering, where value is realised through operational excellence.

The concept of integrating value analysis into the product/service development process is fundamental
to every CEO and the best engineers but it has never been well formalized in an analytical, integrated and
widely accepted manner. That commercial stakeholder position is based on a financial and competitive
basis whereas this paper has considered an even wider value scope including sustainability etc. It is
suggested that this VOM implementation at an early concept design stage (along with the more detailed
engineering design analysis tools) could open up a significantly new approach to aircraft design method-
ology that may well help us sustain air transport beyond many of its current financial and environmental
challenges, to deal more proactively rather than reactively on real and pressing holistic design drivers!

References

[1] R. Curran, Value Driven Design and operational value, Encyclopedia of Aerospace Engineering, John Wiley and Sons
(2010).

[2] P.C. Fishburn, ‘Independence in utility theory with whole product sets’, research analysis corporation, Mclean Virginia
p.43 (1964).

[3] R.L. Keeney, ‘Value-Focused Thinking – A Path to Creative Decision making’, Harvard University Press, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, London, England (1992) .

[4] C. Asavathiratham, ‘The Influence Model: A Tractable Representation for the Dynamics of Networked Markov Chains’,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology p.2 (2000).

[5] NASA. NASA Systems Engineering Handbook, 1995. http://ocw.mit.edu/NR/rdonlyres/Aeronautics-and-Astronautics/
16-892JFall-2004/9722DD5E-CDBB-4B0F-8F5E-791CFF5FD359/0/nasasysenghbook.pdf. Date visited: 26-11-2009.

[6] D.C. Lay, Linear Algebra and its applications. Third edition. Addison Wesley, 2003.
[7] T.L. Saaty, How to make a decision: The Analytic Hierarchy Process, European Journal of Operational Research, 48,

(1990), pp. 9–26
[8] T.L. Saaty and G. Hu, Ranking by Eigenvector Versus Other Methods in the Analytic Hierarchy Process, Appl Math Lett

11, 4, (1998) pp. 121–125.
[9] R.W. Saaty, The Analytic Hierarchy Process - What it is and how it is used, Mathl Modeling, 9, No. 3–5, (1987) pp.

161–176.
[10] DSE Group 13. ValueLiner – The value driven airliner concept, Faculty of Aerospace Engineering, (2009).
[11] W.H. Mason, Cost (and Other Issues) lecture slides: Commercial aircraft costs and design.pdf, Aerospace and Ocean

Engineering, (1997).
[12] P. Horder, Cost (and Other Issues) lecture slides: Airline operating costs.pdf, SHE International Air Transport Consultancy,

(2003).
[13] Interview with A. Van Limburg, flight operations manager of martinair. November 21, 2008.
[14] P.P. Belobaba, operating costs and productivity measures lecture slides: operating costs.pdf, MIT ICAT, (2006).
[15] K. Willcox, Aircraft systems engineering cost analysis lecture slides: MIT aircraft cost.pdf, MIT ICAT, (2006).
[16] R. Doganis, Flying off course, the economics of international airlines. Routledge, third edition edition, (2001).
[17] Project Vital. Project Vital website, 2009. Visited May 2009. http://www.project-vital.org/.
[18] G.J.J. Ruijgrok, Elements of aicraft pollution. VSSD, first edition, (2007).
[19] H. Nojoumi, I. Dincer and G.F. Naterer, Greenhouse gas emissions assessment of hydrogen and kerosene-fueled aircraft

propulsion, International Journal of Hydrogen energy 34, (2009).

http://ocw.mit.edu/NR/rdonlyres/Aeronautics-and-Astronautics/16-892JFall-2004/9722DD5E-CDBB-4B0F-8F5E-791CFF5FD359/0/nasasysenghbook.pdf
http://ocw.mit.edu/NR/rdonlyres/Aeronautics-and-Astronautics/16-892JFall-2004/9722DD5E-CDBB-4B0F-8F5E-791CFF5FD359/0/nasasysenghbook.pdf
http://www.project-vital.org/


Journal Identification = AOP Article Identification = 0011 Date: November 14, 2011 Time: 11:54 am

R. Curran et al. / Value Operations Methodology (VOM) applied to medium-range passenger airliner design 27

[20] A. Ludovic, Smartcockpit website - Boeing 737 brie ng, 2009. Visited May 2009. http://www.smartcockpit.com/.
[21] Research and Innovative Technology Administration. RITA website, 2009. Visited May, (2009). http://www.transtats.

bts.gov.
[22] Cost and other issues, W.H. Mason, Virginia Tech University, Virginia, (1997).
[23] Ryanair Annual financial statements 1999, Ryanair, 1999, http://www.ryanair.com/doc/investor/1999/Annual paper 1999

web.pdf, last visited at 30/11/2009.
[24] Ryanair looks bullish, but steep yield decline a concern, centre for Asia pacific Aviation, 2009, http://www.centrefor

aviation.com/news/2009/02/03/ryanair-looks-bullish-but-steep-yield-decline-a-concern/page1, last visit at 30/11/2009
[25] Ryanair Annual financial statements 2009. Ryanair, 2009, http://www.ryanair.com/doc/investor/2009/Annual paper 2009

web.pdf, last visited at 30/11/2009.
[26] Planespotters Ryanair. http://www.planespotters.net/Airline/Ryanair, last visited at 30/11/2009.
[27] Bowers, Peter M. Boeing Aircraft since 1916. Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, (1989).
[28] Boeing commercial airliner prices Boeing website, 2008.
[29] The boeing 737 Technical site, Chris Brady, 1999. http://www.b737.org.uk, last visited 1/12/2009.
[30] T. Abu Kias, M. Repco, Y.Sprengers, P. van der Zwet, et.al, The Value driven airliner concept, Delft, (2009).
[31] Data for civil gas turbine engines. http://www.aircraftenginedesign.com/custom.html1.html, last visited 1/12/2009
[32] Aircraft noise reduction over time. http://www.baa.com, last visited 1/12/2009
[33] Boeing 737–200, http://www.azfreighters.com/planes/b737-200.pdf, last visited 1/12/2009.
[34] ExpressJet. http://www.expressjet.com, last visited 13/12/2009.
[35] EasyJet. http://www.easyjet.com, last visited 13/12/2009.
[36] ExpressJet Annual Paper 2008, ExpressJet, (2008).
[37] Inflation Calculator – Value of a Dollar over Time. http://www.dollartimes.com/calculators/inflation.htm, last visited

13/12/2009.
[38] Valuta grafiek en info over Amerikaanse dollar. http://www.wisselkoersen.nl/currency/showgraph.aspx?valutaid=514306,

last visited 13/12/2009.
[39] Jane’s All The World’s Aircraft – Embraer ERJ-145. http://jawa.janes.com, last visited 13/12/2009.
[40] Embraer Commercial Jets. http://www.embraercommercialjets.com.br/english/content/erj/erj 145.asp, last visited

13/12/2009.
[41] Noise levels for U.S. certified and foreign aircraft, U.S. Department of Transportation, 11/15/01.
[42] Civil Engine Data. http://www.aircraftenginedesign.com/TableB3.html, last visited 13/12/2009.
[43] Jane’s Aero-Engines – Rolls-Royce AE3007. http://jawa.janes.com, last visited 13/12/2009.
[44] Specifications: Embraer ERJ-145 Reginal Jet Airliner. http://www.aerospace-technology.com/projects/erj145/specs.html,

last visited 13/12/2009.
[45] EasyJet 2009 full year results, EasyJet, (2009).
[46] Valuta grafiek en info over Britse pond. http://www.wisselkoersen.nl/currency/showgraph.aspx?valutaid=514312, last

visited 13/12/2009.
[47] Jane’s All The World’s Aircraft – Airbus A319. http://jawa.janes.com, last visited 13/12/2009.
[48] EasyJet Fleet – Airfleets. http://www.airfleets.net/flottecie/EasyJet.htm, last visited 13/12/2009.
[49] A320 family. http://www.airbus.com/en/aircraftfamilies/a320/, last visited 13/12/2009.
[50] Jane’s Aero-Engines – CFM International CFM56. http://jawa.janes.com, last visited 13/12/2009.
[51] Airbus A319. http://zap16.com/civ%20fact/civ%20airbus%20a319.htm, last visited 13/12/2009.
[52] P.D. Collopy, Aerospace System Value Models: A Survey and Observations. AIAA SPACE 2009 Conference & Exposition,

14-17 September 2009, Pasadena, California.
[53] Boeing: The Secret Behind High Profits at Low-Fare Airlines. http://www.boeing.com/commercial/news/feature/profit.

html, last visited 13/12/2009.
[54] R. B. Stewart, Value Optimization for Project and Performance Management, John Wiley and Sons, (2010).
[55] R. Curran, S. Raghunathan and M. Price, Review of aerospace engineering cost modelling: The genetic causal approach,

Progress in Aerospace Sciences, 40, Issue 8, (2004) p. 487–534.

http://www.smartcockpit.com/
http://www.transtats.bts.gov
http://www.transtats.bts.gov
http://www.ryanair.com/doc/investor/1999/Annual_paper_1999_web.pdf
http://www.ryanair.com/doc/investor/1999/Annual_paper_1999_web.pdf
http://www.centreforaviation.com/news/2009/02/03/ryanair-looks-bullish-but-steep-yield-decline-a-concern/page1
http://www.centreforaviation.com/news/2009/02/03/ryanair-looks-bullish-but-steep-yield-decline-a-concern/page1
http://www.ryanair.com/doc/investor/2009/Annual_paper_2009_web.pdf
http://www.ryanair.com/doc/investor/2009/Annual_paper_2009_web.pdf
http://www.planespotters.net/Airline/Ryanair
http://www.b737.org.uk
http://www.aircraftenginedesign.com/custom.html1.html
http://www.baa.com
http://www.azfreighters.com/planes/b737-200.pdf
http://www.expressjet.com
http://www.easyjet.com
http://www.dollartimes.com/calculators/inflation.htm
http://www.wisselkoersen.nl/currency/showgraph.aspx?valutaid=514306
http://jawa.janes.com
http://www.embraercommercialjets.com.br/english/content/erj/erj_145.asp
http://www.aircraftenginedesign.com/TableB3.html
http://jawa.janes.com
http://www.aerospace-technology.com/projects/erj145/specs.html
http://www.wisselkoersen.nl/currency/showgraph.aspx?valutaid=514312
http://jawa.janes.com
http://www.airfleets.net/flottecie/EasyJet.htm
http://www.airbus.com/en/aircraftfamilies/a320/
http://jawa.janes.com
http://zap16.com/civ%20fact/civ%20airbus%20a319.htm
http://www.boeing.com/commercial/news/feature/profit.html
http://www.boeing.com/commercial/news/feature/profit.html

